               The Beauty of SLCC Dance 	  	 	               	           Company's Earth Works
	
	On Friday November 16th 2010, The SLCC Dance Company presented their annual fall dance concert entitled Earth Works. The concert was held in The Grand Theatre located at SLCC's South City Campus in Salt Lake City, Utah. All of the choreography was inspired by the beauty of nature; earth's elements, the change of seasons, animal instinct and the human spirit.
	The first dance from the concert that I'd like to discuss is entitled Immerse/Emerge choreography by Ashley Mott Riesen. From the cool lighting and sounds of running water - to the costuming and choreography - this piece spoke complete serenity to me. I felt as though I were up in the mountains in the midst of a spring rainstorm. The choreography featured slow, soft movement that mimicked the flow of water and symbolized human interaction with the element. Some of the dancers appeared to have dipped their toes in a puddle of water while others reached their hand out to feel a rain drop land on their fingers.  The dancer's spacing was scattered and constantly changing, some would roll onto the ground and others would reach towards the sky. There were parts of the dance when some dancers would be doing synchronized movements while others would be performing solo. I noticed a lot of body half movement as well as curved lines. I would say descending and rising movement was what was used most throughout this piece.
	The lighting and costuming featured soft blues and whites which set the tone visually. The dancers wore loose fitting dresses that flowed with the movement, the cool colors bounced off of each dancer which complimented the piece. A still video of a pond amongst trees and rocks was displayed on the screen behind the dancers which gave you a feeling that you were out in nature . The audio and music played a big part in capturing the essence of water. The music was soft and serene, you could also hear the sounds of running water. 
	I felt the purpose of this dance was to give you a feeling of complete relaxation by immersing you in the beauty of nature and then giving you a feeling of appreciation once you emerge from it. I know when I sit back and observe all the amazing things we have on this earth, I'm overwhelmed with an enormous sense of gratitude. This piece was absolutely breath taking to watch and it was a good reminder of what we've been given.
	The second piece from the concert I'd like to discuss is entitled We Are... In it choreography by Sofia Gorder. This dance drew me in right from the beginning, a simple stage set up with only two dancers, man and a woman, and a table as the focal point. It started off with the couple sitting side by side on the table, you could sense there was a strong emotional connection between the two of them. The dancers went from holding each other using slow, soft movement - to suddenly distant from one another incorporating fast, jerky movement. The entire piece was focused around the space of table, which I interpreted to be a symbolism of the distance between the two characters and a divide in their relationship. One dancer would be up on the table and the other underneath, then one would pull the other up and the one on top would roll or jump off. I noticed a lot of partner work, where one would support the other or use the other to push off in the opposite direction.
	A single spotlight was used to draw the eye to center stage, into something that I perceived to be very personal and intimate. The dancers were dressed in casual attire, what most people would wear at home. I felt that gave the entire piece a very "real" feel. As well as the fact that there was no fancy lighting or backdrops to distract from the simplicity of the dance. The music was beautiful but very intense, I feel it helped enhance the emotion that the characters were feeling.
	 I interpreted this entire piece to be about a couple who has been in a relationship for a long time and are struggling with their own set of obstacles. Whether it be infidelity which caused the distance between them or that their relationship is coming to an end and neither want to face it. This dance was extremely emotional for me to watch because I've experienced those things in my own life and I could physically feel the pain that the dancers were trying to portray.  Like Martha Graham said "The body says what words cannot", I truly believe that and that is the biggest reason why I fell in love with dance.
	To conclude, SLCC Dance Company's Earth Works was an amazing live performance to attend. I feel the Concert Director, Tess Boone, did an amazing job at bringing all of the many elements of Earth together for one performance. From the beautiful serenity of Immerse/Emerge - to the emotional intensity of We Are... In It - Each and every dance in this concert made me feel something amazing.
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